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Nominal reduplication in Chukotkan languages (Chukchi, Koryak, Alutor, Kerek) has attracted inter-
est in the phonology-morphology literature in part because these languages have been claimed to use
reduplication to express casemarking (1), a pattern otherwise unattested in the world’s languages (Inkelas
2014).
(1) /wune/

√
pine nut: ABS.SG: wune-wun, ERG: wune-te, DAT: wona-ŋ... (Koryak)

Aside from Inkelas (2014), the nature of reduplication as amorphological process has not been explic-
itly commented on in previous work on Chukotkan languages, probably due to the fact that most of the
work carried out has been purely documentary in nature. However, grammars of Chukotkan languages
such as Skorik (1961), Zhukova (1972), andDunn (1999) seem to have assumed it, as they have provided lists
of reduplicating nouns with little to no attempt to account for its distribution. Kenstowicz (1976) goes be-
yond this, suggesting that the fact that it is nouns with the shape (C)VCX that reduplicate is related to the
language’s lack ofmonosyllabicwords, though he does not provide an explicit way of deriving the distribu-
tion of reduplication, andnotes that the systemcontains a large number of exceptions. The general picture
that emerges from previous work in this area, then, is that while reduplication occurs in phonologically
well-defined (though exception-laden) subset of the lexicon, it is 1) an idiosyncratic property thatmust be
specified lexically specified on certain roots, and 2) morphologically restricted to the absolutive singular.
Based on data from Koryak, I will argue that neither of these characterizations is warranted. Concerning
the first point, I will argue that the behavior of the vast majority of nouns with respect to reduplication
falls directly into place when we recognize that the language has a heretofore-unnoticed trimoraic word-
minimality condition, as well as a requirement that nominal roots’ initial segment must be initial in their
syllable. Evidence for the minimality conditions will come from patterns of allomorphy like that of the
witnessed past and infinitive suffixes, whose default form is -C, but have the allomorph -CCV for CV roots,
which will not be at least three moras long with the shorter form (2). Evidence for the syllable-initiality
claim will come from unexpected epenthesis between a final consonant of a pre-nominal morpheme and
an initial vowel of a nominal root, as shown in (3). Outside of thismorphological environment, epenthesis
never breaks up a CV sequence.
(2) a. /aŋaŋja/

√
sing: aŋaŋja-j ‘(s)he sang’, aŋaŋja-k ‘to sing’

b. /va/
√
be: va-t͡ɕt͡ɕe ‘(s)he was’, va-kkə ‘to be’

(3) taɲŋ-ə-et͡ɕt͡ɕat
foreign-ep-division
‘foreign division’

I also show that most of the cases of non-reduplicating (C)VCX nouns that Kenstowicz treats as ex-
ceptional are in fact phonologically motivated, such that the presence or lack of reduplication in nearly
all nouns in the absolutive singular can be predicted by their shape. Concerning the second point, I ar-
gue that the reason that reduplication is usually restricted to the absolutive singular is because, barring a
few partially-explained exceptions, that is the only environment where nouns are at risk of not respect-
ing word minimality. Combining these two lines of argument, I show how an account of reduplication as
phonologically driven fits in well with an analysis of almost all allomorphy in the absolutive singular in
general, an environment that previous work has treated as subject to lexical idiosyncracy, as phonologi-
cally optimizing.
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